Adult Christian Education 		Session 16: 8 theological questions, question 4
Study on Ezekiel		Aug 22nd , 2009
Question 4 (chapter 14: 12-)
Alright, so we have sinned and God wants to punish us for our sin and destroy Jerusalem. Never mind,  as long as we have righteous man in Jerusalem, with their prayers and presence, surely God will spare us!
12 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying: 13 “Son of man, when a land sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its supply of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. 14 Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,” says the Lord GOD. 
15 “If I cause wild beasts to pass through the land, and they empty it, and make it so desolate that no man may pass through because of the beasts, 16 even though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters; only they would be delivered, and the land would be desolate. 
17 “Or if I bring a sword on that land, and say, ‘Sword, go through the land,’ and I cut off man and beast from it, 18 even though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but only they themselves would be delivered. 
19 “Or if I send a pestilence into that land and pour out My fury on it in blood, and cut off from it man and beast, 20 even though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.” 
21 For thus says the Lord GOD: “How much more it shall be when I send My four severe judgments on Jerusalem—the sword and famine and wild beasts and pestilence—to cut off man and beast from it? 22 Yet behold, there shall be left in it a remnant who will be brought out, both sons and daughters; surely they will come out to you, and you will see their ways and their doings. Then you will be comforted concerning the disaster that I have brought upon Jerusalem, all that I have brought upon it. 23 And they will comfort you, when you see their ways and their doings; and you shall know that I have done nothing without cause that I have done in it,” says the Lord GOD.

Where do they get this idea?
Genesis 18:16-33
Surely we are not as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah? We should be able to find at least 10 righteous men in the city to plea for us. Or could we?
God’s reply
3 men are mentioned:
Noah
Outstanding characteristic:
Genesis 6:9-22
Believe in the possibility even when it seems impossible!
1. Condition of that time, never rain before, and not even to talk about global worldwide flood that will destroy the world. 

2. Never known the God’s judgment before the time of Noah.

3. Don’t even know what a boat is for.

Daniel
Outstanding characteristic:
E.g. Daniel 6
Faith express in the overwhelming presence and influence of pagan religion and culture.
Would you be able to openly carry a bible or pray in public not in the comfort and safety of Singapore but say in some Middle Eastern countries like Iran, Afghanistan?
Despite threat of death, yet Daniel continue in his routine of open prayer and devotion to Yahweh.


Job
Outstanding characteristic:
Job 1:13-18; Job 2:7-9
Faith expressed in the most intense trial of suffering recorded in the Scripture for us. We probably would never want to be in the position of Job (even though you may profess to be very blessed by the account of the sufferings of Job).
While enduring great pain (physical and emotional) Job was able to continue to trust in God so that ultimately he was able to know God in a deeper way.


3 Great man of faith … but,
14 Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,” says the Lord GOD. 
16 even though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters; only they would be delivered.
18 even though these three men were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but only they themselves would be delivered. 
20 even though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.”
4 times God repeated the statement: if this is not emphasis, I don’t know what is!
IMPortant principle to note
 (
No man is able to save another man (in the context of God’s judgment)
)


Our fallacies: We tend to find salvation in other man.
Examples from Chinese mythology
Examples from Roman Catholic practices
Main tenet from our reformation root: A believer is justified by faith.
Our salvation is based on personal faith in Jesus Christ.
Personal = I myself am responsible for my own faith in Christ.
Jesus Christ is able to save because he is both divine and human; and he is without sin.
Some will escape
Why?

Why am I comforted (v23)?  

Additional note:


Question 5 (chapter 15)
15	Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 2 “Son of man, how is the wood of the vine better than any other wood, the vine branch which is among the trees of the forest? 3 Is wood taken from it to make any object? Or can men make a peg from it to hang any vessel on? 4 Instead, it is thrown into the fire for fuel; the fire devours both ends of it, and its middle is burned. Is it useful for any work? 5 Indeed, when it was whole, no object could be made from it. How much less will it be useful for any work when the fire has devoured it, and it is burned? 
6 “Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Like the wood of the vine among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so I will give up the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 7 and I will set My face against them. They will go out from one fire, but another fire shall devour them. Then you shall know that I am the Lord, when I set My face against them. 8 Thus I will make the land desolate, because they have persisted in unfaithfulness,’ says the Lord God.”

Theological question 5:
God is merciful and love, surely he will not destroy Jerusalem?
God’s answer, part 1
Value of the vine:
 (
It is in the fruit of the vine, i.e. grapes
)


Apart from the grapes, the uselessness of the vine:
V2, 3:

V3b:

V4:

V5:


Fruits are a natural outcome of life:
See Colossians 1: 6, 10; Paul pray for fruitfulness for the church at Colossae, it is a natural outcome of the Spirit fill life.

See Matthew 21:18, 19; We see Jesus in one of the many occasions where he talks about fruitfulness and here the fig tree is condemned for being barren.

See Matthew 21:33-44; It is a sad conclusion for Israel who was meant to bear fruit and be a blessing to the nations around. (see Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 22:18; see also Sinaic covenant in Exodus 19:6) However Israel did not fulfill that role and according to the parable, the church now bears that responsibility to be fruitful and a blessing to all around.

QuestionS for group discussion
What would be considered fruits for the church (as distinct from me as an individual)?



In your view, is Shalom Church fruitful? How can we bear much fruit?



Are you convinced that it is important for the church as a body of believer to bear much fruit (focus on the body rather than the individual)? If not, why not? How can I help the Church to bear much fruit?

some verses to consider in your discussion
Genesis 	18:16-19
Genesis 	22:18
Exodus 	19:6
Leviticus 	20:26
Deuteronomy 	26:19
Deuteronomy 	7:6
Isaiah 	62:12
1 Peter 	2:4-9
2 Peter 	1:1-11
Titus 	3:14
Some key things to note:
Many of the exhortations and commands in the Scripture are “us” directed rather than “me” directed. There is an emphasis on the body (whether Israel in the old testament or the church in the new) being given the mandate for the display of God’s glory. If we examine Exodus 19:6 which is the covenant to the nation of Israel at the foot of Sinai; the focus is on the entire nation being the “kingdom of priests and a holy nation”. The same reference is given in 1 Peter 2:9 that the body of believers (the church) as body of priests and a holy nation that will proclaim the glory of God.
What do we mean by kingdom of priest? To understand that, we need to understand what is the function of priest in Israel;  Priests in the Levitical tradition have 2 roles:
1. They are the custodians of God’s truth. In this capacity they maintain the truths deposited through God’s revelation to Israel. We see that also in the New Testament, as Paul said in 1 Timothy 3:15 that the Church is the pillar and foundation of the truth. At the same time, being custodian is not just a passive function but the priests are to constant refreshed the memories of the people to the laws and decrees of God. 
2. They are bridges that bring man before God through God ordained sacrifices. They intercede for the people that their sins may be dealt with in a merciful way by God.
Now what does these roles tell us of our roles in modern day Singapore? In Shalom Church?
We are also to be a holy nation. Holy means separated to God. It means being different in one sense and being the same in another sense. Different when it comes to the practices and mindsets of the world; same when it comes to being conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. What does it mean to be separated in the way that the church operate? Why this emphasis on the church? Because many of the fruits of the Spirit cannot be visualized and experienced outside the context of a communal life. Love, mercy, grace and longsuffering are just some of the fruits that have little meaning if it is not manifested in a body. That ‘s why you see that when God indicts the nation of Israel on their sins, there are full of reference to the evil that they have done to each other (or the lack of good that they should have done to one another). 
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